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Cocoa, one of the Borkmanõs three 

cats, met me at the front door when I 

arrived for our interview.  Unusually 

social, she kept an eye on me all the 

time Nancy and I talked.  I thought 

to myself that she fit Tom and Nancy, 

who have come to my attention over 

the years when they would reach out 

in some way to others in the congre-

gation.  Those glimpses of the Bork-

mans and the fact that Nancy has 

been organizing a four week series of 

sign language classes that our church 

member, Carolyn Neumann will lead, 

resulted in this article. 

 

The Borkmans have lived in their 

home in Libertyville for 16 years, 

probably the longest either of them 

have stayed in one location.  By the 

time Nancy turned 18, her fatherõs 

job with AT&T had caused the family 

to move frequently and to live in 

seven different states, or as she as she 

somewhat grimly points out, òattend 

six different school districts in 12 

years!ó   Tom lived in Morristown, NJ 

until age 12 and then Bethesda, Md. 

until college.  Tom has a brother in 

Maryland.  Nancy has two brothers, 

one in California and one in New    

Jersey.   

   Continued on page 2  

Getting To Know Nancy and Tom Borkman  

by Terry Johnson 

Tom, Nancy and Eric Borkman  

(son Greg not shown) 

Nancy and Tom met at Douglas College 

in New Brunswick, NJ at an opera   

workshop where they were both in the 

chorus.  She was an undergrad, voice 

major and he was attending graduate 

school at nearby Rutgers University, 

working towards a PhD in micro-

biology.  Both had strong musical   

backgrounds singing in various choirs.  

Tom sang as a countertenor with the 

Washington National Cathedral Choir 

for four years, during his last year of 

high school and first three years of      

college.  He sang at President Trumanõs 

memorial service and President Eisen-

howerõs funeral. More than vocal  music, 

the Borkmans are currently focusing 

their  attention on musical instruments.  

Tom took up the trombone at age 40, 
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òblatting just like a fourth grader when his lips 

gave out,ó Nancy laughingly remembers.  For ten 

years, he played with College of Lake Countyõs 

concert band and now for the past two years with 

the Buffalo Grove Symphonic Band.  He has     

performed at church as part of a trombone quartet, 

Herrenõs Trombones.   Nancy shared that she took 

up the cello seven years ago and plays, òin the 

basement, just for me!ó  

 

I asked Nancy if their spiritual backgrounds had 

blended as naturally as their musical ones.  Her     

answer was longer than I expected.  Nancyõs dad 

was Jewish, but converted to Christianity when he 

and her mom married. The family attended church   

regularly until Nancy was nine, her age at the time 

of their first out-of-state move.  After that, church     

attendance was not regular except when she was in 

junior high school.  She was baptized Methodist 

and confirmed as a Presbyterian.  Then her parents 

stopped attending church.  òI always thought God 

was awesome and felt that Jesus was my friend,ó 

Nancy remembers.  She got involved with ôCampus 

Crusade for Christõ in high school.  She was in     

Illinois at that time, so she joined the Wheaton 

Bible Church and later a church in St. Charles.  In 

college, during her first year at the University of 

Iowa, and then at Douglas College, she attended 

Baptist churches.  òThe Baptists always provided 

transportation,ó she laughed.  Tom grew up       

Lutheran in NJ and was an Episcopalian in    

Maryland.  He sang in boy choirs in both denomi-

nations.  They were married in a Baptist Church 

and attended the Anglican Church of Canada after 

they were married.  Quite a ôHeinz 57õ background!    

Nancy thinks what happened on one of their first 

dates tells what the bottom line was for her and 

Tom.   òTom came to pick me up at the house 

where I was living on campus.  I was listening to a 

Keith Green album and the music to The Victor 

was blasting.  Tom walked in right in the begin-

ning of the chorus, where Keith sings, and ôIt is 

finished! He has done it! Life conquers death!     

Jesus Christ has won it!õ  I thought, well, I guess 

you put that right out in front of him, Lord!  He 

wasnõt scared away, so that was good.ó 

 

They both continued working on their degrees and 

attained their goals. Tom received a PhD in          

micro-biology from Waksman Institute at Rutgers 

University and Nancy a BA in music from Douglas 

College.  During this time, though, one of Nancyõs 

music professors sent her to a Speech Pathology 

Clinic on campus for voice therapy because she had 

nodules on her vocal cords.  òI really noticed what 

the speech pathologists did.  In high school, I had 

been in the ôHealth Careers Clubõ.  I had focused 

on and ultimately discarded career thoughts of 

nursing, teaching deaf education, or dietetics,    

before settling on being a music major.  Now, here 

was speech pathology.  It had science; it had     

people; it had pertinence!ó  That thought started 

to percolate.  

  

Nancy and Tom married on July 4, 1981.  Nancyõs 

maiden name was Berkman, so a family joke has  

always been that òwe exchanged vowels on our  

wedding day!ó  Shortly thereafter, Tom was       

offered a post doctoral fellowship at Queens      

University (considered by some to be the Princeton 

of Canada) in Kingston, Ontario.  Nancy, on a    

student visa and not allowed to work in Canada, 

began taking undergraduate courses in psychology.  

In 1983, Tom was recruited by Abbott Laborato-

ries.  The couple moved to Waukegan, where they 

lived for 11 years.  Tom still works for Abbott    

today as a Process Controls Engineer at the North 

Chicago location.  He says, òItõs just an 11 mile 

bike ride one way.ó He does this several times a 

week in the warmer weather.  

Getting To Know Nancy and Tom Borkman  

ðContinued from page 1 

Continued on page 3 
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Getting To Know Nancy and Tom Borkman  

ðContinued from page 2 

Nancy applied to and was accepted into the     

Masterõs Program in Communication Disorders at 

Rush University in Chicago.  She received that  

degree in 1986 and started working at the Mt.   

Carmel Healthcare Center in Milwaukee, mostly 

with stroke victims.  She worked there for a year 

and a half until the Borkmanõs first child, son 

Greg, was born.  When Greg was 14 months, 

Nancy started working at Victory Hospital, doing 

speech and language therapy with neurological  

accident and cancer patients. Five years after 

Gregõs birth, the family welcomed another son, 

Eric.  Nancy has been a busy, working mom over 

the years.  She switched to working in schools in 

1995.  She worked as the school speech and        

language pathologist at Hawthorn School in 

Vernon Hills for two years.  Some of her                

co-workers there were our church members, 

Mickey Donahue, Cathy Gross and Sue Hamilton.  

She spent ten years at the Grayslake Middle School 

and has just completed her second year at Daniel 

L. Wright Junior High School in Lincolnshire.  

 

Greg graduated from LHS in 2006 and is now a   

senior at the University of Wisconsin in Milwau-

kee, majoring in Film Production.  He was the   

producer of a film that recently received a prize for 

ôBest Use of Characterõ in Milwaukeeõs 48-hour 

Film Festival contest.  The challenge of the event 

was to create a film which fulfilled definite criteria 

in 48 hours.  Only 17 of the 24 entries even         

finished.  

  

Eric is a senior at LHS and plans to study           

Engineering at the University of Iowa next year. 

He has played tuba in the band during his four 

years of high school.  He enjoys regularly attend-

ing our church youth group and participated in the 

Appalachia Service Project (ASP) last year with 

our church.   He is enthusiastically planning to go 

again in June.  

  

It seems that Nancy has always had an interest in 

communicating with our deaf population.  In 

graduate school, she had a course in Exact Signed 

English which marks all English grammar indica-

tors visually.  Our sign language interpreters at 

church use American Sign Language which is    

conceptual not grammatical, but its òwordó order 

is based on French grammar.   By the time you 

read this, the signing workshop will have ended.  

Hopefully, some of us will have a clearer idea of 

what is being communicated by our sign language 

interpreters and feel a  little braver about opening 

a dialogue with our deaf members.  Thanks to the 

Borkmans for quietly leading in our church, for 

setting examples for INCLUSION FOR ALL, an 

important goal of the United Methodist Church of 

Libertyville.   

Chapter & Verse  
 is a quarterly publication of the 

Communications Committee of the 
Libertyville United Methodist Church.  Our 

aim to is compile stories that help strengthen 
the connection between church members.  

Please submit any comments or story ideas to 
Terry Johnson.  We always welcome new 

members.   
 

Chapter and Verse is now available 
online at our website: www.umcl.org  

 

If you want to receive Chapter & Verse by 
email, please call the church office.  
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*Plan:  Just make a list!ñ 

Summer is coming, and we are all making plans 

how to spend it. The phrase òsummer readingó 

stirs up images of sitting on the beach or in the 

back yard on a lazy day reading a popular paper-

back. I often think about summer reading that 

way, too. But for a number of years, I have 

òplannedó my summer reading, like I might plan 

summer activities or a vacation.  Be open to books 

in various formats whether print, audiobook, or     

e-book.  You might include several individual titles 

on your list like these: 

 

Angelology  by Danielle Trussoniñ

Evangeline has a family history that 

has brought her in contact with a     

centuries-old secret society of scholars 

who study the ancient art of angelol-

ogy, or the theological study of angels. 

This novel combines biblical lore, the 

myth of Orpheus, and Miltonõs Paradise Lost into a 

story of an epic battle to save the world by         

ordinary people. 

 

The Believers  by Zoe HellerñFamily 

patriarch, Joel Litvinoff, suffers a 

stroke, and his wife, Audrey, discovers 

a secret that undermines everything 

she has believed about their 40-year 

marriage. Joelõs children also are strug-

gling in this rich and humor-filled saga 

of a family wrestling with the consoling nature of 

faith and the stumbling blocks of doubt. 

 

     ADULT           

BOOK CORNERBOOK CORNER  

by Susie Pasini 

The Cookbook Collector  by Allegra 

GoodmanñThis dazzling novel is Jane 

Austen updated for the dot-com era, 

played out between 1999 and 2001 

among a group of brilliant risk takers 

and truth seekers. Allegra Goodman is 

an author whose books are always well 

written, entertaining and surprising.  

 

 

Pearl of China  by Anchee Minñ      

In the small southern town of Chin-

kiang, in the last days of the nine-

teenth century, two young girls bump 

heads and become thick as thieves. 

Willow is the only child of a destitute 

family, Pearl, the headstrong daughter 

of zealous Christian missionaries. She will            

ultimately become the internationally renowned 

author Pearl S. Buck. 

 

The Solitude of Prime Numbers  by 

Paolo GiordanoñThe physicist author 

uses the concept of twin primes as his 

premiseñpairs of prime numbers that 

are close but prevented from touching 

by the even number separating them. 

Although Alice and Mattia are linked 

by shared childhood trauma and social isolation, 

they are never able to completely bridge the gap 

separating them. 

 

Summer Reading 2010 ðWhat Are Your Plans This Summer?  
(Editorôs Note:  Guest contributor, Susie Pasini finishes her Masterôs in Library Science this month and is 

ñofficiallyò a librarian at Cook Memorial Library.  Congratulations, Susie!) 

Continued on page 5  
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Summer Reading 2010 ðWhat Are Your Plans This Summer?  
ðContinued from page 4 

The Swan Thieves  by Elizabeth 

KostovañWell-known painter, Robert 

Oliver, defaces a painting in the       

National Gallery of Art, and is put in 

the care of psychiatrist, Robert       

Marlowe. The work he does with this 

patient leads him on a twisted journey 

to discover the secret that torments Oliver. 

 

*Plan:  Choose an engaging or fun series!ñ 

The Hunger Games Trilogy by Suzanne Collins has 

its third book due out in August. This trilogy is 

targeted for young adults (YAs), but its adult 

crossover appeal, a growing trend in YA literature, 

is well-established: 

 

The Hunger Games  by Suzanne 

Collins (Book 1)ñPanem is somewhere 

in a future North America, where rulers 

keep control via an annual televised 

ògameshow.ó Youth from the twelve 

districts of Panem are pitted against 

each other like gladiators. Katniss, a 

sixteen-year-old, is put to the test when she self-

lessly volunteers to take her younger sisterõs place 

in the competition. 

 

Catching Fire  by Suzanne Collins 

(Book 2)ñKatniss Everdeen and Peeta 

Mellark, of District 12, managed to 

achieve a life a safety and plenty for 

themselves and their families by      

winning the annual Hunger Games. 

But because they won by going against 

the rules, they have become unwitting figureheads 

of an impending rebellion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins (Book 

3)ñEven though Katniss has won the 

Hunger Games twice, she isnõt safe. 

The Capitol is angry and wants        

revenge for the unrest believed to be 

Katnissõs fault. The worst part of it all 

is that the President has made it clear that no one 

is safe now, not even Katnissõs family, friends or 

the people of District 12. 
 

*Plan: Catch up on some good non-fiction 

during some summer down time!  

Use a little down time in the summer to catch up 

on some well-reviewed non-fiction titles that came 

out in 2009: 

 

The Big Burn  by Timothy Eganñ

Egan focuses on conservation in this 

book and addresses other conservation 

issues affecting forests in our national 

parks. This book vividly covers the 

1910 Northern Rockies forest fire, the 

largest ever in America, and the stories 

of the people who lived through the disaster. 

 

Columbine  by Dave CullenñThis 

may be a difficult read, but it is a 

praise-worthy human account of the 

Columbine tragedy in Littleton,     

Colorado, in 1999 that cuts through 

much of the mythology that has       

developed in its aftermath. 

 

Open by Andre AgassiñWritten with his friend, 

Pulitzer prize-winning     journalist and 

memoirist, J.R. Moeheringer, this well-

received and candidly personal memoir 

should be a great companion to the 

major tennis tournaments as they get 

into full -swing this summer. 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/7260188-mockingjay
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UMCLôs Commitment to Missions Brings Caring  

and Compassion to Communities around the World  
By:  Kristin R. Fayer 

For years, families 

whose lives and homes 

have been torn apart by 

natural disasters, pov-

erty and illness have 

come to depend on the 

people of the United 

Methodist Church of 

Libertyville (UMCL) for 

help and hope.  The   

relief and recovery      

efforts of our ministry 

and congregation have 

delivered more than just 

monetary contributions, 

but also the time and   

talent of dedicated teens 

to seniors who are eager to make a difference.  

And, through the UMCL, there are plenty of      

opportunities to do just that.  Our church coordi-

nates a variety of  mission trips both inside and 

outside of the U.S. to help people in need.  Follow-

ing are snapshots of each initiative from 2010: 
 

Hurricane Clean-Ups Continue 
 

From Gulfporté  

Imagine being caught in an ice storm while driving 

in a 12-passenger van through Arkansas. No plows. 

No salt.  Over the span of two hours, you can only 

chug forward at 20 miles per hour.  Thatõs what 

happened when 15 people from the UMCL         

congregation returned home from a Hurricane 

Katrina clean up in Gulfport, Miss. this past   

January.  But for this adventurous team, this    

unexpected òbump in the roadó was nothing    

compared to the devastation that struck families 

when Hurricane Katrina swept through their town 

and pulled their homes out from under them.  

Thanks to the continued support of the Mississippi 

United Methodist Disaster Response (a United 

Methodist Committee on 

Relief partner organiza-

tion), Camp Love 

opened its doors for the 

fourth year to UMCL 

members lead by Pastor 

Jamie   Geiger.  Our 

clean-up crew consisted 

of young single adults, 

couples and retirees 

ranging in ages 26 to 88 

years, who spent a total 

of three days driving 

roundtrip to Gulfport, 

and five days on-site  

assisting hurricane survi-

vors whose houses had  

suffered wind and water damage.  Home restora-

tion efforts encompassed everything from repairing 

roofs, installing dry wall, laying new flooring and 

painting exteriors and interiors.  For those less 

skilled in heavy labor, there was plenty to do ð  

including cleaning, taking measurements and    

cutting lumber.   
 

òThe residents whose lives were impacted by a 

storm of this magnitude appreciated any help we 

could provide.  In return, our gift was the ability 

to grow our faith and expand our views of people 

and the church,ó  Pastor Geiger noted.  As for    

lessons learned?  òWe will never again attempt to 

make this trip in January!  In 2011, weõre hoping 

to travel in March, April or May.ó  Interested in 

learning more about or joining next yearõs        

Hurricane Katrina mission?  Please contact Jamie 

Geiger at jsgeiger@sbclobal.net or call him at 

847/362-2112.  
 

éto Galveston 

If the UMCLõs travels to Gulfport piqued your  

Continued on page 7 

A trip to Gulfport brings our team together for Hurricane 

Katrina clean-up 

mailto:jsgeiger@sbclobal.net

