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Welcome Joyce Bedell as UMCL's New Member

and Welcoming Ministries Coordinator
by

When Joyce Bedell first stepped into the position of New Member and Welcoming Ministries
Coordinator for the United Methodist Church of Libertyville (UMCL) this past November
2010, she was told she had some big shoes to fill. Her predecessors, Sue Hamilton and Ruth
Brockman, had left a memorable tenure in this role, but Joyce wasn’t daunted.

UMCL’s New
Member and
Welcoming
Ministries
Coordinator,
Joyce Bedell

Both Sue and Ruth, Joyce claims, have been a tough act to follow. But Joyce is eager to make
her own mark. Gracious and outgoing, she is bursting with creative ideas. Her energy and
enthusiasm for the position promise to take it to new levels, in hopes of inviting more
members to join the UMCL congregation.

Among these new ideas is a welcome/reception center and banner in the foyer and gift bags to
hand out to first-time visitors. “My goal is to make all new guests feel welcome and leave
them with a positive impression of UMCL. We want them to come back and be part of our
church family,” Joyce claims.

Joyce can’t be missed on Sundays from 7:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m., where she spends her time in
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the foyer before, during and after all three services
making introductions. The church is familiar territory for
her, as she has been an active UMCL member for 12
years — and is a huge fan of the drummer who plays
during the 11:15 a.m. contemporary worship service.
That drummer just happens to be her husband, Woody,
to whom she has been married for 32 years! The couple
shares two sons, ages 22 and 26, and a 37-year-old step-
son, who has made them grandparents with his four-year
-old daughter. A Virginia native, Joyce’s zest for life is
contagious. She enjoys running/walking, traveling to the
family’s Canadian cabin just north of Toronto and
keeping up with the Bedell’s new chocolate lab puppy,
Maggie.

A Passion for People

One of Joyce’s biggest passions is summed up in a single
word: people. “I love spending time with people,
making new friends in the church and bringing that gift
to others,” she says. This makes her perfectly qualified
as the welcoming face of UMCL — a role she gladly shares
with all of us. “My job extends to the entire
congregation,” she explains. “Everyone should view
themselves as a welcoming minister.” Joyce has a
greeter who  supports her during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday
coffee time, but wouldn’t mind a few additional “secret
greeters” to assist during every service!

But Joyce’s job goes beyond meeting and greeting new
visitors every Sunday. Being UMCL’s New Member and
Welcoming Ministries Coordinator is both an art and a
science. Engaging potential new members may start
with a warm handshake, but what happens after a first-
time visitor leaves the sanctuary is just as important.

“The follow up has to be diligent,” she stresses. Follow-
ing the initial visit, Joyce will send the new visitor a letter.
If they haven’t returned to UMCL in a while, she will
follow up with a personal phone call. A key to keeping
visitors coming back is making them feel connected right
from the start, Joyce believes. She strives to introduce
prospective members to groups where their interests
may lie. For example, if small children are part of the

family, she’ll try to make sure they meet Christian
Education Director, Jessica Duncan. If newlyweds enter
the scene, she’ll tell them about UMCL’s Young Couples
ministry. If someone has an appetite for cooking, Joyce
will rave about the church’s progressive dinner program.

Keeping New Members Connected

Joyce’s personalized approach to every guest can make a
difference in whether they decide to join UMCL’s
congregation or choose another church. According to
Joyce, “Once a prospect joins the church, keeping that
new member happy really depends on their level of
engagement.”

Case in point: the Bedells have been plugged into the
UMCL community since the day they joined. Aside from
drumming up music for the Sunday service, Woody has
been teaching adult Sunday School for 12 years. Joyce
has experienced fulfillment through her involvement in
the spiritual growth group and Stephen Ministry. These
programs have not only brought her closer to God, she
has developed lifelong friendships with UMCL members
that extend beyond church walls.

This depth of fellowship is where the value of UMCL
membership has a lasting and meaningful impact. “The
church is only as strong as its members and its programs,
and I’'m proud of what UMCL offers. | believe we can
continue to grow and enrich our opportunities for
fellowship in new and exciting ways,” Joyce adds.

Find uson

Facebook

High Tech, High Touch

Significant steps have already been taken to reach out to
the community, including the launch of a UMCL facebook
page. “Churches, too, must keep up with the times, and
social media is emerging as another important venue,”
she explains. Facebook is a good tool for keeping
visitors and members informed of upcoming events and

Continued on page 3
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activities to engage participation; another Internet
innovation has been the power of Skype.

Joyce recalls a particularly positive experience when this
technology came into play. Last year, Juli Reinholz
(UMCL’s former seminary intern) led a group of 13 for a
study called Companions in Christ. “We all bonded so
quickly and so well that when Juli left, we still wanted to
meet,” Joyce recalls. “We now call ourselves Continuing
Companions, and we Skype Juli and David (her husband)
in with us every Monday night from Washington

State. Juli gives us her preaching schedule, and two
weeks in advance we share our perspective on her
sermon.

“This modern technology is great because it keeps us
connected. In fact, Terry Slocum came to me one day
and asked how we did it because he wanted to include
someone in their Disciple Group that wasn’t able to
attend. Small group studies such as these are such
wonderful ways for people to get to know others on a
more intimate basis. That's where the deeper
friendships are formed. And that’s where we encourage
new visitors to initially get involved!”

Whether high tech or high touch, Joyce is determined to
keep UMCL members connected...and to continue to
breathe new life into the church and its congregation
with her love of life and her love of people.

Interested in Helping?

If anyone is interested in becoming a “secret greeter” or
supporting new membership, please contact Joyce at
JoyceBedell@sbcglobal.net or call her at UMCL on
Sunday — Wednesday at 847/362-2112.

A&k ck ok sk sk

Chapter & Verse

is a quarterly publication of the Communications Committee of the Libertyville
United Methodist Church. Our aim to is compile stories that help strengthen the
connection between church members. Please submit any comments or story ideas to Terry John-
son. We always welcome new members.

Chapter and Verse is now available online at our website: www.umcl.org

If you want to receive Chapter & Verse by email, please call the church office at

847-362-2112.
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Editor’s Note: Church member, Susie Pasini is a librarian at Cook
Memorial Library. Her project, currently, is educating the public
about the availability of digital material that can be “checked out
from the following collections.
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(Adults and Teens)

by Susie Pasini

Digital Download Collections:

Overview of MyMediaMall and NetLi-

brary
847-362-2330

Cook Memorial Public Library District offers two unique digital downloadable collections to library cardhold-
ers. One is MyMediaMall and one is NetLibrary. To access both collections and find links to start using them,
go to www.cooklib.org, choose Books, Movies & Music, then choose Downloadables OR go to

http://www.cooklib.org/index.php/downloadables.html.

The collections have some similarities:

8 They both are on-line 24 hours and have quick search or advanced search options.

8 They both offer eAudiobooks. (MyMediaMall has current and classic eBooks with our subscription.
NetLibrary has only public domain eBooks available to us.)

8 They both have extensive Help pages, with almost everything you need to know to use and troubleshoot

the collections.

8 They both are constantly changing with new titles, formats and compatibility (Note: Kindle is not

compatible with library eBooks/eAudiobooks).

MyMediaMall and NetLibrary are unique collections. Their titles do not overlap. They are organized and
accessed differently, as well. The collections have various other differences:

My\MediaMall

MyMediaMall is a consortium of 50 libraries that
share this collection, supported by Overdrive.
Patrons use their library card and choose their home
library from a drop-down to check out titles and ac-
cess their accounts.

Titles are checked out like print books, thus requiring
patron reserves. There are 100 Always Available
eAudiobook titles, though.

Patrons are limited to 5 checkouts and 7 reserves at
any one time. [Note: eBooks CAN be returned early;
instructions in the help pages.]

Patrons must download free software from the site.
Compatibility varies and is increasing.

http://www.mymediamall.net

“/NetLibrary’
g . y

NetLibrary is the database to which we have some
subscription access through EBSCO. (We have no
subscription to popular eBooks in NetLibrary.)
New users must use their library card and the Create
an Account link at http://www.cooklib.org/
index.php/downloadables.html first. Patrons then
only use that user account information.
Titles are always available without need for reserves,
and the check out limit is 10 titles.
Patrons can use Windows Media Player or iTunes to
play eAudiobooks or download the optional Media
Center to browse, checkout and download.
Some public domain eBooks can be read on-line that
could be of benefit to students: Shakespeare plays,
etc. http://www.netlibrary.com/

Page 4
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Humboldt Park - A New Mission

Bill Vanni

Editor’s Note:

We introduced you to the activities of Humboldt Park Social Services (HPSS) in a pre-
vious ‘Chapter and Verse’ article. Our church member, Bill Vanni, now sits on HPSS’s
Board of Directors and offers the following update on the organization.

Like most of our church family, | knew about the annual
Humboldt Park Christmas Partners Program, Helping
Hands Ministry, and Saturday morning bread runs to
Humboldt Park. However, | was amazed to find out how
much more HPSS does to provide emergency services,
counseling, and housing for local residents. | was also
surprised by the youth and energy of the HPSS staff and
how passionate they are in performing their work.

In 2010, Kathie and Terry Slocum stepped down as
members of the HPSS Board. | was honored to be asked
to replace them. My family has been members of the
Libertyville UMC for over 30 years. Having previously
served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Kathie and
Terry asked me to consider joining the HPSS Board. HPSS
is addressing new challenges as the agency moves
forward with expanded programs and facility expansion.
With my background in structural engineering and having
worked on various projects over the years for our local
church, they felt | could aid the work at HPSS.

For those who are not aware of the Humboldt Park
ministry, HPPS has been providing over 33,000 meals
each year through the Soup Kitchen along with providing
food to an average of 165 households each month. The
Warming Center provides the same services as our PADS
program to approximately 55 men each night between
the months of October and June. The Interim Housing
program provides furnished apartments for primarily
single parent families who are homeless or on the brink

of homelessness. | was not previously aware of the HPSS
Center for Changing Lives (CCL) located at 3051 W.
Armitage in Chicago. The center is located in an old
single family frame house that was converted into an
office.

= A jié skills

The CCL was opened in 2005 and seeks to prevent
homelessness and financial crisis before they occur. This
is accomplished through life skills training, crisis
intervention, vocational counseling, employment
counseling, credit counseling, and workshops. The
Center for Working Families is a partnership between the
CCL with the nearby Logan Square Neighborhood
Association. The partnership offers employment
services, financial counseling, and public benefits access
though the CCL office. Approximately 180 men and
women utilize the CCL each day.

HPSS now wants to move beyond providing emergency
services and address the root cause of homelessness.
Based on past success, a new program for men was
started last November. The church basement was

Continued on page 6
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remodeled to provide interim living facilities for 22
homeless men. They will be provided with counseling
and other services required to rebuild their lives.

Moving beyond emergency services required the HPSS
Board of Directors to redefine its mission and developed
a new Strategic Plan in 2010. The new mission
statement of HPSS is:

To provide comprehensive support to serve,
empower, and advocate for community
residents who are experiencing homelessness
or housing instability so they may obtain and
maintain permanent housing.

The mission statement is based on a vision where HPSS
transforms lives and inspires neighbors to build a stable,
supported, and connected community.

The new Strategic Plan has the following organizational

objectives:

& Build a strong identity that is recognized by our
communities

8 Enhance programs that are proactive, responsive,
and effective

8 Sustain, grow, and diversify current funding sources
and develop new funding sources

8 Develop infrastructure and systems to strengthen
the organization

| am assigned to the infrastructure committee. Our first
task is to move the CCL out of the very inefficient office
space on Armitage to a new storefront on Milwaukee
Avenue. Several members of our congregation have
offered their services to help CCL make the transition to
the new facility, which includes building out the space.

Once the new CCL office is up and running | will spend
time working on the upgrade of their technology
systems.  HPSS is currently using Microsoft Excel
spreadsheets to maintain data critical to their operation.
This data ranges from client and donor lists to financial
information and program statistics required to satisfy
government funding requirements. The first task is to
determine if there is a commercially available database

B

program that can be used to by

HPSS or whether a custom
program needs to be written
using a platform such as
Microsoft Access. | will be look-
ing for help from church
members from across the

Conference to address the tech-
nology needs.

After only 6 months as an HPPS
Board Member, | appreciate the
work done in the past 20 years that now sets the stage
for addressing core issues. Even in the best of times,
dealing with the root cause of homelessness is difficult.
The HPSS Executive Director, Delia Ramirez, along with
her staff, have demonstrated that they have the ability to
deal with the host of issues that working at the grass
roots level requires. Their interim housing programs
include standards of accountability on the part of the
clients they serve. Much is required of the men enrolled
in the new Men’s’ Interim Housing Program and the staff
of HPSS is willing to support and minister to their
individual needs.

HPSS works with the City of Chicago, local Aldermen, and
other service organizations to cost effectively administer
programs. It is interesting to note that much of the
funding for HPSS came initially directly from the City of
Chicago or city agencies with ties to federal programs.
Today, with help from groups who recognize their
outstanding work, 50% of HPSS funds are raised privately
with no money coming from the State of lllinois. The
current challenge is to fund both the capital dollars to
build out the new office and pay for additional staff to
administer the Men's Program.

| recently learned that a foundation will match dollar-for-
dollar, new funds raised privately by HPSS. The
stipulation is that HPSS will need to prove the
advancement of its clients over the long term. | believe
that HPSS can raise expectations and performance
standards to meet this challenge. | find HPSS to be an

Continued on page 7
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FROM THE DISTRICT

Rethink-ing Church

Jennifer Mehlan Johnson

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors.
This is message of the United Methodist Church. We
are a welcoming denomination.
1T AgOe (1T x Al

somewhere we go or something we do?

But what happens

That is the focus of a follow-up campaign, Rethink
Church. Rethink Church challenges United Methodists
to become involved together in service from the
outside in, as a means to reach out to others. The
goals of the campaign include growing congregations,
developing leaders for churches and the world, and
combating poverty and disease.

The campaign is tailored to appeal to young adults,
ages 18 to 34, with a web presence, You Tube videos
and interactive social media outlets. However, it is
appropriate for all audiences, with an emphasis on
community service and outreach activities. Take a look

at the website, http://www.rethinkchurch.org/.

View the message on you tube at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=190eiNB7nMw.
Connect on Facebook at Rethink church z living our
faith with our lives (http://www.facebook.com/#!/
group.php?gid=29419929564.)

xA AAEEAOA

At the 2010 District Annual Conference, we received a
brief introduction to the campaign and introductory
materials. Let me know if you would like to view a

[s it possible for us to Rethink Church too?

Yours in Christ,
Jennifer Mehlan Johnson

jenj823@gmail.com

RETHINK
CHURCH'

=—TJF—J1F—J1F—JF—JF—JF—JF—JF—JF—JF—JTF T
Humboldt Park - A New Mission

—Continued from page 6

excellent example of the how public/private partnerships
can work together to provide services neither can
effectively provide alone.

HPSS appreciates the leadership along with gifts of time,
treasure, and talent that the Libertyville UMC has
provided over the past 20 years. As the agency moves
forward, it will cling to its Methodist roots as it expands
its ministry. The new HPSS Strategic Plan is a

tremendous challenge. The new plan provides an
opportunity for the Libertyville UMC to continue its
leadership role through 2™ Mile Giving.

We need to thank Kathie and Terry Slocum for five years
of service on the HPSS Board. We also need to thank
Don and Jeris Boyce who were the first members of our
church to serve on the HPSS Board and continue to be
involved with our Humboldt Park mission.

Page 7
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The Reverend David Seyller: From Tap Dancer to Pastor
by Norm Roth

The best description of David
3AUI 1T AOGO EIT OA
us can be found within the |
quote he gave me as I
completed our interview for |
OEEO DOAI EAAOE]
server in the rhythm, life and
core values, this is a strong
AEOOAEhRh 1 AA AUl @
teaching of the Holy Scripture.
I pray for a deep and abiding ||
trust to keep people on- point
with Jesus and live by the great
commission and great commandment and never to see

iIT OEA OEciT 10060 &EOI 10O OE

David, who is now retired from the UMC of Crystal
Lake after six and one half years of service, began his
career as a pastor at the age of 35. He received his
religious training at Garrett Evangelical Theological
Seminary, in Evanston, with Jamie Geiger, who was a
year ahead of David. Previously, he had spent 17
years with Caterpillar, where he turned down a
promotion to enter the work of the Lord.

$AOEA8O AEEOOO AOOECGIT I Al
completed seminary. He was asked by the District
Superintendent to pastor a congregation in Franklin
Grove, Illinois. Upon completing seminary, David
became the pastor of a church in Lansing, [llinois.

[ asked David when he was called to serve the Lord.
He told me he had been active in his church in Aurora
where he and his wife Bonnie and daughter, Amy
Louise, attended. David was a lay preacher at the

~ N o~ x o~ N S

AEOOAE AT A EA EAI O O 1A

Rev. David Seyller

COAAAO CEOAT 80
this with Bonnie and she sup-
ported his calling. So at age
35, David received his bache-

versity and entered the semi-
nary.

Bonnie and David will be mar-
ried 49 years in June of this
year. They have been together

- since high school.

David struggled at first with

117080 AACOAA &EOII

R EPUTERERE Qut dsehangy nows goabe Angpfvedgwitly g g

UMCL for an interim period of approximately six
months. He loves reading biographies, Civil War
history and about WWII, where his father served our
country. He also is an avid cook (he does all the cook-
ing at home every night), and is involved in genealogy.
This is Interesting information about a man who was a
tap dance champion with his partner Sandy when he
was ten years old and on the Morris Sachs Talent TV
Show. By the way, genealogy pays off, since through
his Internet searches, he has found his dance partner,

,,,,,

tion of the UMC in Crystal Lake raised funds to build
two homes for the homeless in Mississippi after
Katrina, and the ladies of the church held showers for
household goods for the victims of Katrina.

David has come a long way from tap dancing to

A Fervipggnf ogr chyich agslvR arecgriginly geajehl jo

have him.
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Children’s Book Nook

by Cathy Gross

Editor’s Note: Church member, Cathy Gross is the
library media specialist at Townline Elementary
and the School of Dual Language in Vernon Hills.

The world of children’s books is vast. In 2009, over 20,000 books were published for pre-K to grade 6 children. How
do you guide your children or choose a book for a child? How do you know a good book from a mediocre one? It can
be very hard to pick out quality literature that children love. Here are a few books to consider.

Pre-K to Second Grade:

The Fly Guy series by Tedd Arnold includes nine picture books. Early elementary students love the
humorous adventures of Buzz and his pet, Fly Guy. Elephant and Piggie books arrived on the scene
three years ago. Author Mo Willems has created two loveable characters who share a special friend-
ship. Both children and adults laugh out loud at their many antics. Patricia Polacco is an extraordinary
author who has written and illustrated many picture books that are somewhat autobiographical. L
Thunder Cake and Thank You, Mr. Falker are two of her best. Her books are enjoyable to read and "

can also lead to thought-provoking discussions.

Weird Sch%rol |

Tedd Arnold_ ¢

Second through fourth grade students enjoy the absurdity of the My Weird School series.
The zany characters include a librarian who thinks she’s George Washington and a lunch lady who
writes secret messages in the mashed potatoes. Anything goes at Ella Mentry School!

Third through fifth grade: .
MVP*: *Magellan Voyage Project by Douglas Evans is a great adventure that captures the imagination Mvp
of third through fifth grade students. Imagine trying to be the first youngster to travel around the Denvlapginns
world in forty days without an adult. Twelve year old Adam is about to start the greatest journey of e
his life. lda B. by Katherine Hannigan gives us a great female character that is trying to figure out how
to deal with all that life throws at you. If you know an older elementary student who loves mysteries,
direct them to The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin or the recently published 39 Clues series. The
complex clues will keep readers on their toes!

Don’t forget about those classics. Eric Carle picture books such as The Very Hungry Caterpillar and_The Mixed-Up
Chameleon stand the test of time. The Little House Books by Laura Ingalls Wilder still find an audience today.
A Cricket in Times Square, Mr. Popper’s Penguins, The Hardy Boys, and Anne of Green Gables

\/ are worth a look.

A A school librarian or a public librarian can guide you to more book suggestions for that special
child in your life.
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Words of Comfort

As we always do, we dedicate the winter issue of Chapter & Verse to
the friends and members of our church congregation who left this
world last year, 2010, and went home to God.

“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
| press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in

T Christ Jesus,”
- Philippians 3:13-14 (NRSV)

In Memoriam

Al Bolin Moriah Fowler Lillian Pruss
Catherine Bhaget Mark Fields IlI Roberta Riemer
Dorothy Bradford Genevieve Gratz Edward Saad
Char Bruzan Jean Gratz Milton Shupe
William Clark Arthur Halle Bill Sopper
George Connelly Gene Haug John Tinker
Melville Cunningham John Klimek Kathryn (Katie) Traynor
Adolph Dobslaf Joseph Konefes Kerry Triptow
Norman Enevold Reva Konefes Norland Wilson
Joseph Fazzone Art Price Richard Wilton
Wally Zeedyk

Chapter & Verse

A Publication of United Methodist
Church of Libertyville

429 Brainerd Avenue
Libertyville, IL 60048

(847) 362-2112
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