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Diana to substitute for him at our church 

last December when he took some time 

off.  It was also Jeff who alerted her to 

our job opening and 

urged her to apply. 

 

I asked Diana about the 

unusual pronunciation 

of her name.  She ex-

plained that her name is 

pronounced the way it 

would be in Latvia.  

Both of her parents were 

refugees from Latvia, 

coming here as children 

during World War II.  

Her parentsô mothers 

and other relatives also 

came; that heritage has 

always been a strong 

influence and support in 

her life.  Latvia is 95% 

Lutheran, so that is the  religion in which 

she was raised.  Both her grandmother 

and mother inspired Diana with their 

strong faith.  Her mom continues to share     

insights from her daily reading of the Bi-

ble, especially the Psalms.  That she ñgot 

Continued on page 2  

Getting to Know Our New  

Contemporary Worship Director,  

Diana OôConnor 

by Terry Johnson 

The Church has filled our open position 

for Contemporary Worship Director by 

hiring Diana (pronounced Deeonna) 

OôConnor.  Diana has a 

strong musical resume 

and is anxious to use her 

gifts at UMCL.  As we 

talked for this  article, I 

could see that she       

already has connections 

with our church.  She 

was raised in the Liber-

tyville area. Mickey 

Donohue was one of her 

teachers at Hawthorn       

Elementary School.  Both 

Mickey and Sue Hamil-

ton  became her col-

leagues when Diana   

accepted a position of 

Music Teacher at Haw-

thorn after college.  Ruth 

Brockman was her Principal. Jeff Brown 

and Diana have been good friends for 

ñabout ten years.ò  They met when 

Diana was the Choir Director at Vernon 

Hills High School; Jeff has that job at 

Libertyville High School.  They became 

colleagues and collaborators on musical 

performances.  It was Jeff who invited 

Diana OôConnor 
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have musical abilities.  Seamus plays the saxophone 

and is a gifted athlete.  Kaija has a lovely singing 

voice and enjoys creative activities.  

     

Currently, Diana is the Music Teacher at Mechanicôs 

Grove Elementary School in Mundelein.  She loves 

working with the children and introducing them to 

the language of music. 

   

At the end of our meeting, we discovered to our   

mutual delight, that Diana had been a friend of my 

daughterôs when she was Diana Neimanis and a    

student at Libertyville High School. Not surprising, 

really.  This warm and out-going young woman has a 

knack for attracting friends.  Introduce yourself to 

her at the 11:15 service and see for yourself.       

Welcome Diana!! 

itò (as Jim Bell would say) is evidenced in the    

Statement of Faith that was part of her resume. 

 

ñI was raised in the Latvian Evangelical    

Lutheran Church and have known and felt 

Godôs presence my entire life.  I recognize 

that my gifts of song and music are from our 

Lord God and I realize the importance of   

offering these gifts to enhance worship in 

every church I have served in.  I also feel 

compelled and called to help others in their 

time of need whether in church or in the 

school environment by being a compassion-

ate person, an encouraging ear, a prayer   

partner or serving as a witness whenever it is 

needed.  I seek the Lord daily through      

Biblical devotions and Christian readings, 

and I praise God through the power of       

music.ò 

 

Diana attended Libertyville High School, received a 

Bachelor of Music Degree from Illinois State in  

Normal, Illinois, and holds a Masterôs of Music    

Degree from DePaul University in Chicago. 

 

Besides the positions Diana held at Hawthorn      

Elementary and then Vernon Hills High Schools, she 

was busy with church music ministries at the same 

time.  From 1992 ï 1997, she was the Senior Choir 

Director at Grace Lutheran Church in Libertyville.  

From 2000-2006, Diana was part of the               

Contemporary Worship Band at Shepherd of the 

Lakes Lutheran Church in Grayslake.  This included 

outreach to the community at large, where the band  

provided music for various events and charitable 

fund-raisers. 

 

The OôConnor family moved to Charleston, South 

Carolina in 2006 and lived there for several years.  

Diana had the luxury of being a ñstay-at-home momò 

for her two young children during this time.  She  

returned to Grayslake last year with Seamus, age 12 

and Kaija (pronounced Kiya), age 10.  Both children 
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is a quarterly publication of the Communications 
Committee of the Libertyville United Methodist 

Church.   
      

Our aim to is compile stories that help strengthen 
the connection between church members.   

      

Chapter and Verse is now available online 
at our website:  www.umcl.org  
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Visitation Team  
by Jeris Boyce 

Visiting the sick and the elderly has historically been 

high on the priority list of most churches.  In our 

growing church, this job has been harder and harder 

for the Pastors to shoulder without help.  You see 

from the article by Louise Wood in this issue, that 

we have trained Stephen Ministers, 

who are able provide care for those of 

us who are going through difficult life 

situations.  The Visitation Team was 

started to fill the need of staying       

connected to those individuals who 

canôt attend church, but are comforted 

by having the church come to them.   

 

The teamôs Mission Statement is:   

The Visitation Team provides      

comfort, compassionate care, and companionship to 

people in our congregation and  beyond, who are 

hospitalized, homebound or in an assisted living   

facility.  

We value and nurture our team members in serving 

God and others. 

In the next few issues of Chapter & Verse, we will be spotlighting the various caring ministries of our church.  

In this issue, Jeris Boyce speaks about the important work of the visitation team and Louise Wood outlines 

some basic tenets of Stephen Ministry.  The Visitation Team has also produced a brochure, Compassion   

Ministries of our Church, which is available in the foyer literature rack and highlights, ñ the various ways 

our congregation reaches out with the love of Christ to meet the needs of our people and community.ò 

Compassion Ministries of Our Church  

Visiting those who are side-lined because of illness 

or age is like discovering special treasure.  People in 

this group seem like the aunts and uncles of our 

church family.  They often have the stories and the 

life experience that brings the history of our church 

or some aspect of the world into 

clearer and more colorful perspective.   

What a personal blessing it brings 

when we focus and spend time with 

these folks. Bonnie Klemp, a member 

of the team, commented, ñIt sounds 

like a cliché, but we do truly get back 

much more than we give when       

participating in this ministry.ò 

 

The group is open to anyone           

interested in this type of volunteering.  The commit-

ment easily fits into our schedules, as the members 

decide how much time they can dedicate.   For      

further information, contact Jeris Boyce or Gladys 

Griffin.  

Like to write?   Got a story to 
tell?   Please share your ideas with 
us.  You could join our little group 
or be a "guest contributor"  or just 
provide the information and one 
of us would write your story.  
 

Call Terry Johnson  
(847)223-1944.      
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Okay, admit it.  Stephen Ministry has crossed your 

mind a few times.  You might even have picked up a 

brochure or talked with someone about it.  But now 

you want to take a closer look at the idea of          

becoming a Stephen Minister.  Youôre wondering 

what do Stephen Ministers do and what does it take 

to become a Stephen Minister? 

 

What Do Stephen Ministers Do (and Not Do)? 
 

What do Stephen Ministers do?  Stephen Ministers 

listen, accept, care, and walk with a person who is 

going through a difficult time.  They provide        

supportðprayer, Scripture, forgiveness, uncondi-

tional acceptance in appropriate ways to meet the 

need of the person receiving care. 

 

It is also important to understand what Stephen   

Ministers do not do.  They are not counselors or 

therapists.  They do not give advice.  While they are 

concerned that needs are met and can help in       

connecting to resources, Stephen Ministers are not 

there to run errands, do shopping, or provide      

transportation. 

   

The Stephen Ministerôs role is to care and to listen, 

standing by the person and ministering to their   

spirituals needs as God works through the relation-

ship to bring hope and healing to the person needing 

care. 

What Does It Take to Become a Stephen         

Minister?  
 

Gifts 

A Stephen Minister is a person with the gift of 

mercy, who shows compassion, gives encouragement 

to and intercedes for those he or she cares for.  Many 

Stephen Ministers say that they receive much more 

from the caring relationship with their care receiver 

than they give. Two of our Stephen Ministers 

summed it up well.  Karen Neville said, ñItôs a gift to 

be in this program.ò  And Lynn Tremmel reflected, 

ñItôs so rewarding....It reminds me that God is      

always with you during difficult times.ò 

 

Commitment 

A Stephen Minister devotes time, energy and        

resources to this ministry.  In return, a Stephen   

Minister has a chance to participate in meaningful 

ministry, make a major difference in another        

personôs life, and grow as a joyous child of God.  

Lynn Tremmel commented, ñIf you really want to do 

this, you give it your heart and soul.  The time    

commitment isnôt whatôs huge...whatôs huge is what 

youôre doing.  Itôs a deep commitment, but it doesnôt 

take so much from your time.   I was scared of the 

time commitment.  Time is scarce for all of us, but 

somehow there is something so neat about it.  It   

happens...it works.ò 

 

Training  

A Stephen Minister completes 50 hours of training 

before ever meeting with a care receiver.  He or she 

learns about listening, assertiveness, confidentiality, 

and many other aspects of care giving.  After      

completing the initial training, there is continuing 

education.  Stephen Ministers find that their relation-

ships become richer and deeper at home, church, and 

at work with friends. 

 

Dedicated Service 

A Stephen Minister serves wholeheartedly.  This  

Stephen Ministry in a Nutshell  
by Louise Wood using Stephen Ministry Resources 

Continued on page 6 
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by Peggy Kerr 

This article is about Early Literacy Skills for young 

children and books that are well written that support 

these skills.   Early Literacy is what children know 

about reading and writing BEFORE they can actually 

read or write by themselves. óEVERY CHILD 

READY TO READ,ô a national early literacy       

initiative, has identified six skills that every child 

needs to know in order to become ready to read.  I 

hope that this information will be helpful, especially 

for new parents who want to know why reading to 

your child is SO very important.  Listed below are 

the six areas and suggested books for babies and 

children ages 4 - 5. 

 

1) LETTER KNOWLEDGE ï Knowing that letters 

are different from each other and have different 

names and sounds.  This skill begins with the 

concepts of ñsame and differentò and basic 

shapes.  Look for books that focus on the letter 

sounds, letter names, and shapes. 

 

2) NARRATIVE SKILLS ï The ability to describe 

things and events and tell stories.  Good narrative 

skills lead to good reading comprehension.  Look 

for books that involve storytelling, guessing what 

comes next, and dialog about the plot or story 

line. 

 

3) PHONEMIC AWARENESS ï The ability to hear 

and play with the sounds in words. Awareness of 

phonemes will help your child sound out words 

when they begin to read.  Look for books with 

rhythm, rhymes, and interesting language play.  

 

4) PRINT AWARENESS ï Understanding the role 

of print in our culture, knowing how to handle a 

book, and how we follow the words on a page 

from left to right.  All books support print aware-

ness.  You can locate the letters on a page that are 

in your childôs name.  Locate the upper and lower 

case form of letters of the alphabet. 

 

5) VOCABULARY ï This is one of the MOST    

important skills of all.  Your child needs to know 

the names of things, feelings, and emotions.  

Look for books with language that is unusual, 

extraordinary, or specific.  Books about animals, 

places in the world, and specific words we use in 

conversations are the best sources to expand your 

childôs           vocabulary. 

 

6) PRINT MOTIVATION ï This is a childôs interest 

in and enjoyment of books.  Children who enjoy  

listening to stories are curious about reading and 

will want to read more.  Look for books that have 

plots, words and pictures that are FUN!!!                                                      

 

Books for Babies 

 
WHEREôS SPOT? by Eric Hill ï This is a favorite 

of mine in a series of  Spot books for 1 - 4 year olds.  

Spot is a yellow puppy who lives with his mother, 

father, and baby sister. It has flaps that kids love to 

open to find where Spot is hiding. There are also 

videos available to the Spot stories.  

 

Books for Two and Three Year Olds 

 
FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS  by Eileen Christelow -  

This charming book with its repeating refrain is a 

favorite of mine.   It involves counting, and the     

illustrations are attractive and give ideas for         

Continued on page 6 
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discussion about families and good behavior.  

 

I WENT WALKING  by R. Williams -  A book 

about a child who walks around the yard and sees 

various animals.  It involves color words, and is a 

fun read with a repeated format, color words, and 

animals to talk about.  

 

Books for Four and Five Year Olds 

 
MISS MARY MACK  by Mary Ann Hoberman -   

This story is based on a jump rope rhyme and is fun 

to repeat over and over.  Children love the pictures 

and they enjoy the plot too.  

 

OVER IN THE MEADOW  by John Langstaff -  A 

fun story about animals found in a meadow that that 

has rhyme, good vocabulary words, opportunities for 

letter knowledge, phonemic awareness, and just plain 

fun to share together. 

 

IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE  ï by Laura 

Nemeroff -  A great story that involves sequencing of 

events, super pictures, and many opportunities to  

discuss objects on a page,  letters,  and what comes 

next.   You could even add your own ideas of what a 

mouse might do with a cookie!  

Stephen Ministry in a Nutshell  
ðContinued from page 4 

isnôt a casual ministry.  It involves prayer, thought, 

consideration, study, and commitment. 

 

Accountability  

A Stephen Minister is accountable to God, the     

congregation, the Stephen Leaders, the other Stephen 

Ministers, and their care receiver.  In return, Stephen 

Ministers meet together twice a month to receive 

support, encouragement, and guidance in              

Supervision. 

 

Confidentiality  

Stephen Ministry is confidential.  Everything a     

person tells their Stephen Minister is kept in strict 

confidence. Even when Stephen Ministers meet in 

Supervision, the focus is on providing the Stephen 

Minister with support and encouragement.  Great 

care is taken to insure that details about the person 

receiving care are not shared.   As Dale Krause, a 

seasoned Stephen Leader said, ñStephen Ministry is 

a quiet ministry.ò  

 

Continuous Learning 

A Stephen Minister is open to adjusting and adapting 

their care giving to fit the needs of the care receiver.  

He or she learns more about care giving at each 

meeting with a care receiver and at each supervision 

session.  Stephen Ministry is an experience of      

continuous learning, growth, and joy.  Joyce Bedell, 

a Stephen Minister at our congregation for over 6 

years says, ñStephen Ministry is still teaching me 

how to get out of Godôs way and let Him try to use 

me to do his work.ò 

   

Are You Being Called? 

A new training class for Stephen Ministers is    

scheduled to begin in January.  The Holy Spirit may 

be calling you to the joy, commitment, growth, 

meaning, training, service, and care of being a 

Stephen Minister.  For more information, contact any 

of our Stephen Leaders: Pastor Geiger, Dale Krause, 

Kathy Locke, Pastor Sherk, or Louise Wood. 

The Kidsô Book Nook 
ðContinued from page  5 
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BOOK CORNERBOOK CORNER  

by Louise Wood 

Wednesday Letters by Jason Wright 
reviewed by Joyce Bedell 

 

As I was preparing to leave with my husband for our fall trip to Canada, I realized I needed to pick up a couple 

of good ñsitting on the dockò books.  So, I went to the bookstore and was immediately intimidated until, being 

the frugal person I am, I saw the Buy One, Get One Half-Price table.  I picked up two books that looked good 

and went home. 

 

I had no idea just what a wonderful jewel of a book I had found when I started reading Wednesday Letters by 

Jason Wright.  Itós a beautiful story about a man who writes a letter to his wife every Wednesday of their   

married life.  After the husband and wife both pass away, the three children discover the letters and spend the 

week of their parentsô funerals learning family secrets that explain a lot about their family dynamics.  There is 

an older son, a middle son who is trying to find his way and the youngest of the three, the peacemaker    

daughter. 

 

I found the main theme and focus of the book was about forgiveness and redemption, and the author has a 

beautiful way of expressing himself and telling the story.  The setting is a family-owned bed and breakfast in 

Woodstock, Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley where I grew up.  (During the authorôs research, he fell in love 

with the area and moved his wife and four children to Woodstock!)  As I was reading further into the book, I 

discovered that one of the letters sent had been postmarked Libertyville, Illinois. 

 

Growing up in the Valley, now living in Libertyville, having two older brothers, in combination with the     

authorôs storytelling of love, forgiveness and redemption, this book really warmed my heart. 

 

After reading the book, I passed it along to my husband who is not much into fiction, but I knew he would  

enjoy it.  He had a hard time putting down the book and also enjoyed it immensely. 

 

I strongly recommend Wednesday Letters.  Itôs a short read, and I promise youôll find many surprises along 

the way.  I could go on and on, but want to give you just enough information to entice you to pick it up.  

Happy reading! 

 

Wednesday Letters by Jason Wright,  Berkley Trade  ISBN#  978-0425223475 $13.00 

The members of our congregation are certainly avid readers with book clubs, 

book brunches, book discussions, and book exchanges!  If any of you run across 

a new book that you would like to share, we welcome you to write a review for 

The Book Corner.  Please just contact Terry Johnson or Louise Wood.   

This issue of The Book Corner features guest contributor, Joyce Bedell.  


