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The Church has filled our open position Diana to substitute for him at our church
for Contemporary Worship Director by last December when he took some time
hiring Diana (pronounced Deeonnd) off. It was also Jeff who alerted her to
O6Connor . Di ana |has a our job opening and
strong musical resume urged her to apply.

and is anxious to use h¢g -
gifts at UMCL. As we | asked Diana about the
talked for this article, | : unusual pronunciation
could see that shqgu ™ @& - . of her name. She ex-
already has connection MR plained that her name is
with our church. She pronounced the way it
was raised in the Liber would be in Latvia.
tyvile area. Mickey Both of her parents were
Donohue was one of he i refugees from Latvia,
teachers at Hawthor i pigi coming here as children
ElementarySchool. Both ' AT T during World War L.

Mickey and Sue Hamil- Her parents?o
ton  became her col : i and other relatives also
leagues when Diang ‘ came; that heritage has
accepted a position o always been a strong
Music Teacher at Haw- Di ana OO0 Co finfluence and support in
thorn after college. Ruth her life. Latvia is 95%

Brockman was her Principal. Jeff Brown Lutheran, so that is the religion in which
and Diana have been good friends for she was raised. Both her grandmother
Afabout ten y ear s .| oand madther ipspirede Dianawnitte their
Diana was the Choir Director at Vernop strong faith. Her mom continues to share
Hills High School; Jeff has that job af insights from her daily reading of the Bi-
Libertyville High School. They became b | e , especially the
colleagues and collaborators on musigal

performances. It was Jeff who invite Continued on page 2

inside...

Getting to Know Our New Contemporary Worship Director

by Terry Johnsoné. éééééeéééééééeéeééxeeé.

Visitation Team by Jeris Boyce. .. é¢ééédgléeéé:

Stephen Ministry in a Nutshel!l by Louilse

The Kidsd Book MNeeckéréReEeggy¥ ékeé&rer . . pp 5
Book Corner by Louise Wood,

featuring Guest Contributor, Joyce ede

////////////////////

Words of Comfor't ééééécéeeecéceeeecceeeeequee. .




Fall 2009- Chapter and Verse

Getting to Know Our New Contemporary Worship Director

d Continued from page 1

ito (as Jim Bell w o u | |dhave muysiral abilgies. eSeamdseplays ¢he saxiopmonet
Statement of Faith that was part of her resume. and is a gifted athlete. Kaija has a lovely singing
voice and enjoys creative activities.

il was rai sed i n tihe Latvian Evangel i cal
Lutheran Church and have known and fetCur r ent | vy, Diana is the N
Godbs presence my e|nGrave Eemdntarf $chool in Mundekio. oShe lovese
that my gifts of song and music are from ourworking with the children and introducing them to
Lord God and | realize the importance of the language of music.

offering these (gifts to enhance worship |n
every church | have served in. | also fgelAt the end of our meeting, we discovered to our

compelled and called to help others in theirmutual delight, that Diana had been a friend of my
time of need whether in church or in they 5 | ghterés when she was

school environment by bel_ng a compassian<y gent at Libertyville High School. Not surprising,
ate person, an encouraging ear, a prayer

partner or serving as a witness whenever if i$€ally- This warm and otgoing young woman has a
needed. | seek the Lord daily throughknack for attracting friends. Introduce yourself to

Biblical devotions and Christian readings, her at the 11:15 service and see for yourself.
and | praise God through the power pfWelcome Diana!!
musi c. O

Diana attended Libertyville High School, received a
Bachelor of Music Degree from lllinois State in
Nor mal , T 1T inoi s, and hol ds a Mast
Degree from DePaul University in Chicago.

Mu s i

Besides the positions Diana held at Hawthagrn
Elementary and then Vernon Hills High Schools, she
was busy with church music ministries at the same
time. From 1992 1997, she was the Senior Chair

Director at Grace Lutheran Church in Libertyvillg.
From 20062006, Diana was part of the
Contemporary Worship Band at Shepherd of f{
Lakes Lutheran Church in Grayslake. This include
outreach to the community at large, where the ba
provided music for various events and charitabl
fund-raisers.

The O6Connor family mo t h
Carolina in 2006 and lived there for several yedr
Di ana had t he | wakhwrme onic
for her two young children during this time. She
returned to Grayslake last year with Seamus, ags
and Kaija (pronounced Kiya), age 10. Both childrg
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Compassion Ministries of Our Church

In the next few issues of Chapter & Verse, we will be spotlighting the various caring ministries of our churcr
In this issue, Jeris Boyce speaks about the important work of the visitation team and Louise Wood outlin
some basic tenets of Stephen Ministry. The Visitation Team has also produced a biGompassion

Ministries of our Church, whi ch i s available in the foyer | i
our congregation reaches out with the | ove of Ch

Visitation Team
by Jeris Boyce

Visiting the sick and the elderly has historically be
high on the priority list of most churches. In o

growing church, this job has been harder and haf

for the Pastors to shoulder without help. You

q

J

enVisiting those who are sidéned because of illness

r or age is like discovering special treasure. People in
dehis group seem like the aunts and uncles of our
eehurch family. They often have the stories and the

from the article by Louise Wood in this issue, th

we have trained Stephen Ministers,
( )
gﬂv

atlife experience that brings the history of our church
or some aspect of the world into
clearer and more colorful perspective.
What a personal blessing it brings
when we focus and spend time with
these folks. Bonnie Klemp, a member
of the team, cComme
ke andliché, buewek do truly get back
much more than we give when

who are able provide care for those of
us who are going through difficult life
situations. The Visitation Team was
started to fill the need of stayinc
connected to those individuals wh
candét attend chur
by having the church come to them.

participating in th
The teamdés Missic & ,’/ t i oS
The Visitation Team provides The group is open to anyone

comfort, compassionate care, and companionship f@terested in this type of volunteering. The commit-
people in our congregation and beyond, Who argent easily fits into our schedules, as the members

Pa?c?l?t@ahzed, homebound or in an assisted I'V'ngdecide how much time they can dedicate.  For
We value and nurture our team members in servin rther information, contact Jeris Boyce or Gladys

:

God and others. riffin.

Like to write? Got a story to
tell? Please share your ideas with
us. You could join our little group

or be a "guest contributor"  or just
provide the information and o
of us would write your story.

Call Terry Johnson
(847)223-1944.

Page3




Fall 2009- Chapter and Verse

Stephen Ministry in

a Nutshell

by Louise Wood using Stephen Ministry Resources

Okay, admit it. Stephen Ministry has crossed yqa
mind a few times. You might even have picked ujf
brochure or talked with someone about it. But n
you want to take a closer look at the idea

becoming a Stephen Min
what do Stephen Ministers do and what does it t
to become a Stephen Minister?

What Do Stephen Ministers Do (and Not Do)?

What do Stephen Ministers do? Stephen Minist
listen, accept, care, and walk with a person whqg
going through a difficult time. They provids
suppord prayer, Scripture, forgiveness, uncong
tional acceptance in appropriate ways to meet
need of the person receiving care.

It is also important to understand what Steph
Ministers do not do. They are not counselors
therapists. They do not give advice. While they {
concerned that needs are met and can help
connecting to resources, Stephen Ministers are
there to run errands, do shopping, or provi
transportation.

The Stephen Ministerés
standing by the person and ministering to th
spirituals needs as God works through the relati
ship to bring hope and healing to the person need
care.

uWhat Does

b alinister?

DW
ofCifts
iAgSteghen Minister jis, @ pegson WEh, thee 9ifti of

LkEercy, who shows compassion, gives encouragemen%
to and intercedes for those he or she cares for. Many
Stephen Ministers say that they receive much more
from the caring relationship with their care receiver
than they give. Two of our Stephen Ministers

It Take to Become a Stephen

ersummed it up well. Karen Nevillesaid,] t 6 s a ¢
e i n thi andpynmolgemaehreftected,
e Al t 6s S0 rewarding. ... It
r-al ways with you during di
the
Commitment
A Stephen Minister devotes time, energy and
emesources to this ministry. In return, a Stephen
oMinister has a chance to participate in meaningful
areninistry, make a major difference in another
mersonds I|ife, and grow
natynn Tremmel commented, | f you real |
dethis, you give it your heart and soul. The time
commi t ment i sndét whatds |
youdre doing. Il tds a dee

take soemuch dront your tome.r ¢ waa scared tofathe |
eitime commitment. Time is scarce for all of us, but
bnsomehow there is something so neat about it. It
ingappens. . .it works.o

Training

A Stephen Minister completes 50 hours of training
before ever meeting with a care receiver. He or she
learns about listening, assertiveness, confidentiality,
and many other aspects of care giving. After
completing the initial training, there is continuing
education. Stephen Ministers find that their relation-
ships become richer and deeper at home, church, and
at work with friends.

Dedicated Service
A Stephen Minister serves wholeheartedly. This

Continued on page 6
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The Kids® g
Book Neok | §

by Peggy Kerr

This article is about Early Literacy Skills for youn from left to right. All books support print aware-
children and books that are well written that suppprt ness. You can locate the letters on a page that are

these skills. Early Literacy is what children kn in your chil dds name. l
about reading and writing BEFORE they can actuglly case form of letters of the alphabet.

read or write by t hemsel ves. OEVERY CHI LD
READY TO READ, 0 a nat i5oUWOEABULARY ri| This id ane ef rthe dWDST
initiative, has identified six skills that every chil important skills of all. Your child needs to know
needs to know in order to become ready to read. | the names of things, feelings, and emotions.

hope that this information will be helpful, especially Look for books with language that is unusual,
for new parents who want to know why reading [to  extraordinary, or specific. Books about animals,
your child is SO very important. Listed below afe places in the world, and specific words we use in
the six areas and suggested books for babies |and conversations are the best sources to expand your
children ages 45. chil doés vocabhb.t

1) LETTER KNOWLEDGET Knowing that letters| 6) PRINT MOTIVATIONT Thi s i s a <chi
are different from each other and have different in and enjoyment of books. Children who enjoy
names and sounds. This skill begins with the listening to stories are curious about reading and
concepts of isame and widwahtftoeaadnmoteo Look fiardooks thad have
shapes. Look for books that focus on the lefter plots, words and pictures that are FUN!!!
sounds, letter names, and shapes.

Books for Babies

2) NARRATIVE SKILLS i The ability to describe
things and events and tell stories. Good narralveyHERE 6 S P BIT Kill | This is a favorite
skills lead to good reading comprehension. LooKof mine in a series of Spot books for 4 year olds.
for books that involv_e storytelling, guessing wh tSpot is a yellow puppy who lives with his mother,
comes next, and dialog about the plot or stdryiather, and baby sister. It has flaps that kids love to
line. open to find where Spot is hiding. There are also

_ - videos available to the Spot stories.

3) PHONEMIC AWARENESS The ability to hear
and play with the sounds in words. Awareness| of Books for Two and Three Year Olds
phonemes will help your child sound out worgs
when they begin to read. Look for books with

hythm, rhymes, and interesting language play. | FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS by Eileen Christelow

This charming book with its repeating refrain is a
favorite of mine. It involves counting, and the

4) PRINT AWARENESSI Understanding the rolg . i . . :
alllustrauons are attractive and give ideas for

of print in our culture, knowing how to handle
book, and how we follow the words on a page

Continued on page 6
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Stephen Ministry in a Nutshell

0 Continued from page 4

i snobt a casual mi ni str

consideration, study, and commitment.

Accountability

A Stephen Minister is accountable to God, t
congregation, the Stephen Leaders, the other Stey
Ministers, and their care receiver. In return, Steplh

Ministers meet together twice a month to rece
support, encouragement, and guidance

Supervision.

Confidentiality

Stephen Ministry is confidential.  Everything

person tells their Stephen Minister is kept in str
confidence. Even when Stephen Ministers meet
Supervision, the focus is on providing the Steph
Minister with support and encouragement. Gr¢
care is taken to insure that details about the per
receiving care are not shared. As Dale Krausg
seasoned Stephen Leade
a quiet ministry.o

Continuous Learning

The Kidsdéd Book NoO

& Continued from page 5

y discussibrt about famibbes an@ good pehavigre r , t
| WENT WALKING by R. Wiliams- A book
about a child who walks around the yard and sees
nevarious animals. It involves color words, and is a
phétm read with a repeated format, color words, and
leanimals to talk about.
ve
in  Books for Four and Five Year Olds
MISS MARY MACK by Mary Ann Hoberman
This story is based on a jump rope rhyme and is fun
@ to repeat over and over. Children love the pictures
Citrz]ind they enjoy the plot too.

€MOVER IN THE MEADOW by John Langstaff A
*fun story about animals found in a meadow that that
SHhs rhyme, good vocabulary words, opportunities for
b Rtter knowledge, phonemic awareness, and_just plain
MIi nirstry

I furbtfshdlertogether! € P hen

IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE 1 by Laura
n Nemeroff- A great story that involves sequencing of

A Stephen Minister is open to adjusting and adapting

their care giving to fit the needs of the care receiy
He or she learns more about care giving at e
meeting with a care receiver and at each supervig
session. Stephen Ministry is an experience
continuous learning, growth, and joy. Joyce Bed:q
a Stephen Minister at our congregation for over
years saysi St ephen Ministry
how to get out of God®é
me to do his work. o

Are You Being Called?

A new training class for Stephen Ministers
scheduled to begin in January. The Holy Spirit m
be calling you to the joy, commitment, growtl
meaning, training, service, and care of being

Stephen Minister. For more information, contact any

of our Stephen Leaders: Pastor Geiger, Dale Kral

elevents, super pictures, and many opportunities to
hcHliscuss objects on a page, letters, and what comes
siamext. ' You could even add your own ideas of what a
ofnouse might do with a cookie!

° N\
T ‘0\\:&0\)
A

is
ay
A

a

use,

Kathy Locke, Pastor Sherk, or Louise Wood.
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BOOK CORNER

by Louise Wood

The members of our congregation are certainly avid readers with book clubs,
book brunches, book discussions, and book exchanges! If any of you run across
a new book that you would like to share, we welcome you to write a review for
The Book Corner Please just contact Terry Johnson or Louise Wood.

This issue of The Book Corner features guest contributor, Joyce Bedell.

Wednesday Lettersy Jason Wright
reviewed by Joyce Bedell

As | was preparing to leave with my husband for our fall trip to Canada, | realized | needed to pick up a coup
of good fAsitting on the docko books. So, I went
the frugal person | am, | saw the Buy One, Get One-Platfe table. | picked up two books that looked good
and went home.

| had no idea just what a wonderful jewel of a book | had found when | started r@éedmgsday Lettersy

Jason Wright. I'tos a beauti ful story about a n
married life. After the husband and wife both pass away, the three children discover the letters and spend
week of their parents6 funerals | earning family

an older son, a middle son who is trying to find his way and the youngest of the three, the peacemal
daughter.

| found the main theme and focus of the book was about forgiveness and redemption, and the author he
beautiful way of expressing himself and telling the story. The setting is a familgd bed and breakfast in
Woodstock, Virginia, in the Shenandoah Vall ey wh
with the area and moved his wife and four children to Woodstock!) As | was reading further into the book,
discovered that one of the letters sent had been postmarked Libertyville, lllinois.

Growing up in the Valley, now living in Libertyville, having two older brothers, in combination with the
authoroés storytelling of | ove, forgiveness and r

After reading the book, | passed it along to my husband who is not much into fiction, but | knew he woult
enjoy it. He had a hard time putting down the book and also enjoyed it immensely.

| strongly recommeniVednesday Letters ltds a short read, and | pr
the way. | could go on and on, but want to give you just enough information to entice you to pick it up
Happy reading!

Wednesday Lettersy Jason Wright, Berkley Trade ISBN# 90825223475 $13.00




