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Thank you for the priceless gift of grace in granting me time away…   
                                  …a grateful Pastor returns from Renewal Leave�
 

���������	
���
�����
�������
���	�������������
���� ��
�����
���	�������
�����
��������
�����
��������
������������������
����������
������ �������
�	���������������������
�����������	��������
�������
�
�������������������� ����������������������������� �����������!"#$%�

 
Returning from my summer renewal leave, I find Paul’s words of appreciation to be the most descriptive 
of my deep gratitude to the entire church.  These past three months have been a joyful time of reading, 
traveling, construction, and spiritual renewal.  In some ways, the time has gone by so quickly (having 
only read half the books I intended) and in other ways it seems just the opposite as I experience all the 
changes that have taken place with our staff, congregation, and building. I come back feeling re-charged 
and enthused about the ministry we share and look forward to the future God is fashioning through our 
faithfulness.   
 
Our travel highlights included a trip to Mexico, relaxation in Michigan and Wisconsin, and a family 
reunion in Maryland.  I also visited several churches in Northern Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, and 
Michigan.  Some of those experiences were for worship and others were for insight about off-site satellite 
ministry.  All of them brought blessings and an appreciation for the diversity of God’s spirit expressed in 
their ministries.  It also made me homesick for our congregation and anxious to get back.   
 
Our construction project, aided greatly by some well timed church volunteers, was building a large garage 
in Beloit, WI, for our “retirement home” (a house that will take 7 to 10 years to remodel, so that story is a 
good ways off in our future).  One thing that I learned in the experience was that Jesus was absolutely 
right when, as Luke records in the 14th chapter of his gospel, he spoke with wisdom about “counting the 
cost before you build.”       
 
I want to also extend my thanks to the gifted and committed staff of this church.  Their able leadership 
created the time and space for me to be away.  I am indebted to you all.  It has been a gift beyond measure 
for me and a treasure that I hope will be evident throughout my ministry.  That’s what I’ve been up to… 
so how about you???   I’m interested to hear your stories and explore God’s future together. 
 

                   See you in worship, 
                   Rev. Jamie Geiger 

 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS & CONCERNS 
��                              

“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything , but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  A nd the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your mind s in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:5b 
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CHURCH STAFF & EMAIL ADDRESSES ����
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
��                              
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