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My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4: 19 (NIV) 
 

Stories from the Harvest Field 
 

     We needed refrigerator space for our breakfast club program at the grade school. We had no place to 
put juice and yogurt, to store fruit and open containers, and the milk kept getting moved for the 
convenience of the school. I went shopping – one place had a nice deal on a refrigerator-freezer, but we 
would need to order it for delivery. Another store had a refrigerator-only – 20% more storage space for 
5% more cost. I could buy it now, load it in the truck and go. What to do? 
     I called our community partner in the ministry – did they foresee the need for a freezer? Should I go 
ahead and get the fridge only? He wasn’t in his office. I sat in the parking lot for a few minutes and 
couldn’t feel peace with the decision. I decided I could come back once I was sure.  
     That night I was at the church for a meeting. Jamie overheard me on the phone talking about the 
decision. A refrigerator had been donated that very day. We packed it up the next day, delivered and 
installed it, and have been modifying it for our use. The money we would have used to buy a fridge can be 
used to buy more granola bars and juice. And we have another story we can tell folks who wonder if God 
will provide for their needs. A story to tell to two appliance salesmen who had just learned of a new 
church in the community that feeds hungry kids.  Coincidence?  Maybe this time.  Maybe not.  
     Could I move a sofa from a home in Gurnee to a single mom in town? Sure. What I didn’t know was 
that mom was going to donate 2 sofas to people less fortunate than herself. What I did know was that I 
would have a chance to meet a family in Gurnee and introduce them to a church in their community that 
helps meet the needs of single moms. Coincidence? Maybe this time. Maybe not. 
     Time and again I am asked how the work of Word of Life is going and what someone can do to help. 
We’ll need a little money here and there, an introduction to open a door of opportunity, a skilled ministry 
leader in certain areas. Some of us have money to spare, some don’t. Some know people in strategic 
positions, or with needed skills. Some don’t. But we all know someone who does not attend church 
regularly. I’m having to learn that the appliance salesman, the family with a spare sofa, the receptionist at 
the dealership, the banker who wants my business, are my business because they’re God’s business. Want 
to help? Join me in introducing these folks to God who is at work meeting our needs by sharing the riches 
of glory with everyday creatures.  

See you in the harvest field, 
 
 

Jim Bell 
�
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS & CONCERNS 
��                              

“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything , but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  A nd the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your mind s in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:5b 
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  October has been designated Fair Trade Month.  As we move into fall and winter, many of us appreciate a steaming cup of hot coffee.  

When sipping your coffee at coffee hour, give a thought to the small-scale farmers, whose income could be doubled if more of us drank and 
bought fair trade coffee. 

Our church buys some of the coffee we drink on Sunday mornings through the UMCOR Coffee Project in partnership with United Methodist 
Committee on Relief and Equal Exchange.  For every pound of products sold through the coffee project, a portion goes to support small scale 
farmers through UMCOR’s sustainable Agricultural and Development program.  In 2008, UMCOR’s small farmer fund totaled $24,413.13. 
Most coffee comes from the poorest parts of a coffee growing country, such as Mexico, which produces 60% of the world’s coffee.  When 

money goes directly to local producers, the purchases send children to school.  Women can earn wages to help get themselves out of poverty.  
Products are produced legally in ways that protect people and the environment. 

For more information go to:  www.equalexchange.org – Equal Exchange (coffee, tea, chocolate and snacks; supported by United Methodist 
Women and United Methodist Committee on Relief).  Much of the information for this article came from “Interpreter”: a ministry of United 

Methodist Communication, September/October 2009. 
 
  

Be sure to check out the Green Team bulletin board in Fellowship Hall where you will find updates on upcoming events and information on 
various environmental issues as well as suggestions on how you can help protect the environment.   If you would like to join the Green 

Team, please call Katey Aynilian at 847-362-8638. 
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