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Making Our Dreams Come True
Meet Brad Strutz, Our Construction Superintendent
When Brad Strutz arrived at the church this spring to begin our building
project, the sign on the outside of the church made him nervous. The sign
read, Building on Our Dreams. Brad said he thought, “O boy, I got a another
mission and those are some high expectations. I hope we can live up to that.”
Brad is the superintendent of our remodeling project. He is the man on
the ground who organizes the job and works with the carpenters and subcontractors to guide the project and make sure everything is done with
excellence and efficiency. He’s doing a great job. I thought it would be
interesting for you to get to know Brad so I met with him this week to learn
a little more about his life, his work and his faith.
I asked him how he got into the construction business. He said when he
was 5 years old his family moved into a new subdivision in the south
suburban town of Palos Heights. “There wasn’t much to do in this new
community,” Brad said, so he and his friends would go into the custom
homes that were being built and ask the carpenters for nails and leftover
wood so they could build things. They built tree forts and underground forts
and rafts to float down the creek nearby. It was fun.
His aunt and uncle owned a big furniture factory in Chicago. They would bring wood home from the shop.
When Brad visited them, he’d ask for some nails and a hammer and used the wood to make things. His aunt
said, “He’s going to be a carpenter when he grows up.” All Brad’s brothers went to college and into business,
becoming successful executives, but that was not for Brad. He wanted to be a carpenter.
In 1976, he got his first job as a carpenter’s assistant and has been working ever since. One of his first
projects was to do trim work on Ernie Banks house on the gold coast. At one point, he had his own remodeling
business. Brad went to work for Ward Construction 25 years ago when the company was small, with only two
carpenters. They have grown and now have over 20 carpenters. Brian Ward is our General Contractor and
Brad’s boss. Brad speaks highly of Brian and his leadership.
When Brad talks about his work he says, “It’s all about relationships.” He works with a lot of different
people from owners and architects to subcontractors, carpenters and even a pastor or two. He enjoys the
relationships. Of the tradespeople and craftsmen he works with he said, “They all want to do a good job. A lot
of it comes down to pride. All these guys want to do a good job.”
“What do you like best about what you do? “ I asked him.
“For the last fifteen years we’ve worked in churches. Each job is different. There’s a different environment
with different people. I like the variety and the challenge of starting a new job, even though I get nervous when
I first look at a 50-page set of plans,” he told me. He likes working on churches. He said churches are more
lasting than the secular projects like hospitals and office buildings. “It feels good to work on churches. It seems
like you have a purpose,” he explained.
Over the last fifteen years, Brad said he’s gotten a lot closer to God. Struggles from going through a divorce
after twenty years of marriage, working in churches on building projects and the fact that he was getting older
all had an impact on his faith. He grew up a Catholic but in 2005 he began attending Parkview Christian Church
in Orland Park. The church of 15,000 members is building a new campus in Frankfort next year. When Brad
learned that we didn’t have any place to repurpose the cross from our sanctuary, he spoke to his pastor and
(Continued on page 3)
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Announcements, Joys & Concerns
Annual Church Conference will be held Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall, in which
we celebrate our ministry, elect officers and committees, and look to the future. All are welcome to attend!
PLEASE REMEMBER — There is NO PARKING along the drive entrance. You may still use the right
lane, closest to the church, for dropping off and picking up members for church and/or activities,
or unloading/loading your car.
BUILDING ACCESS —The Sanctuary, East Room, and Foyer are closed with no admittance to anyone. There
is no access from the parking lots doors or the boiler room during construction. Sundays you can utilize the
parking lot exterior doors to reach the elevator only. Fellowship Hall and Brainerd entrances are accessible.
The new ADA ramp is in place at the Brainerd (Education Wing Entry Stairs) entrance. There are two
handicap parking spots by the Brainerd entrance.
We thank you for being considerate of those who are unable to walk longer distances by
utilizing the library parking lot or perhaps carpooling to church with a neighbor.
Please check out www.umcl.org/building-access for all the building access information.

Our prayers and condolences to:

JACK & LINDA KRAEMER, along with Taylor and Mitchell, on the death of
Jack’s father Bill Kraemer on October 6, 2015.
PAULETTE & CHUCK PETERS, along with their family, on the death of Paulette’s
sister, Alice Marie Lightbody Driggers, on October 9, 2015.
VIVIAN BEER and family, on the death of Vivian’s sister, UVee York, who passed
away in the beginning of October.

Congratulations to
DON AND SANDY PALMER
on their 54th anniversary
on October 7, 2015.

Happy 85th Birthday to
PHYLLIS MOHLER
on
October 21, 2015.

SCHOOL BAGS FOR 2016—Needed: volunteers to make school bags for next year and also donations of
fabric for making the bags. If you are interested in making bags, please call June McCoy (847-849-0530) for
a pattern & suggestions. If you have fabric to donate, please put it in the basket in Fellowship Hall.
PRAYER CHAIN—Please hold in prayer all those in our church family who are ill,
hospitalized or recovering at home Also please pray for our pastors and committees
as they work to discern and shape our future in ministry. If there are specific prayer

requests you would like circulated through our prayer chain, please contact the church
office, Mickey Donahue, Karen Kuhlman, or Kathy Locke, using our new email address:
prayerchain@umcl.org.

PASTORS: Rev. Dr. Stephen C. Williams
Rev. Dr. Jamie Hanna Williams
Children/Family Ministries: Amanda Seibert
Junior High Youth Minister: Heidi Nelson
Business/Operations Manager: Ruth Ross
New Member/Ministries Coordinator: Joyce Bedell
Director of Music: Jim Grace
Director of Adult Choir: Jeff Brown
Director of Contemporary Worship & Spiritual Growth: Ben Hallett
Children’s Choir Director: Blair Brockman
Church Office/Administrative Secretary: Karla Bolkema
Communications Secretary: Valerie Baker

pastorscwilliams@umcl.org
pastorjhwilliams@umcl.org
Amanda.Seibert@umcl.org
Heidi.Nelson@umcl.org
Ruth.Ross@umcl.org
Joyce.Bedell@umcl.org
Jim.Grace@umcl.org
Jeff.Brown@umcl.org
Ben.Hallett@umcl.org
Blair.Brockman@umcl.org
info@umcl.org
Valerie.Baker@umcl.org
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Meet Brad Strutz, Our Construction Superintendent (continued)
they decided they could use it in the new church. Brad told me, “I know it’s just a piece of wood, but thousands
of people have prayed to that cross over the years and it would be good if someone else could use it.” He enjoys
being a part of his church and small group Bible studies. He said, “It’s great that everyone helps each other with
their struggles and reaches out. It’s like being on a good team.”
Brad’s favorite book of the Bible is Ecclesiastes. He appreciates King Solomon’s perspective. “Here was a man
who had it all, hundreds of wives, great wealth, the ability to build fabulous buildings, but he realized it didn’t
bring him satisfaction. I often think of that, these things don’t give you true happiness.” Brad shared that he’d been
very fortunate in his life. He’d always had a good income, was able to buy nice cars, build some great homes but
as he’s gotten older, he realized that these things aren’t that important. “At the end of that story about Solomon
having satisfaction,” he told me, ‘it’s really about being with God and trying to do good work. That’s what’s
comforting to me, I have them both and we’re building churches and that’s God’s house!” Brad values his work.
“I tell the guys all the time, you’re working on God’s house now. You better get it right or you’re in trouble.”
At the end our time together Brad told me, “What I like most about my job being in construction, is you can
always see what you’re building and when you get done, if it comes out really good, like everybody planned, it’s
all worth it. It’s worth the struggle.” We know that it will be worth the struggle.
We are grateful to Brad Strutz and his faithful leadership of our building project. We are grateful that he has
been called by God to help us build on our dreams. May God bless Brad and Brian Ward, our General Contractor,
and all the good carpenters and painters and tradesmen who are working so hard each day to help our dreams
come true. Thanks be to God!
Pastor Jamie

2016 Stewardship Campaign

Giving in Gratitude

Join us on November 1 and throughout the month as we kick off our fall Stewardship Campaign,

Giving in Gratitude.

Throughout November, we will be celebrating the many gifts and blessings in our lives and our church and consider
our grateful response to God’s goodness. Our month of Gratitude will culminate just before Thanksgiving with
Celebration Sunday on November 22nd. Please join us on November 1 and throughout the month, as we give
glory to God and rejoice together! Thank You.

Thanksgiving Worship & Pie!
How does a night of gratitude, worship, and pie sound?
Well that's just what we're up to on Tuesday, November 24th at 7pm.
We're gathering for a short 45 minute time of testimony and singing
meant to nudge our hearts toward greater gratitude this Thanksgiving
and coming Advent season. And, of course, who isn't grateful for pie?
There will be much pie to follow. Come sing, smell, and taste!

Who Am I Becoming?
Have you asked yourself that question? I'm not sure I ever had until one day when I was brainstorming how to
advertise events for youth ministry. But the question stuck with me. It has become almost a way of framing
everything that I do. We are both people of doing and people of being. But all of our being and all of our doing is
taking us somewhere (our becoming). Is all of my being and doing taking me where I most need to go, though?
With each decision I make every day, can I say that I'm becoming a person of greater integrity? Can I say that I'm
becoming more faithful with each passing moment? Am I more loving today than I was 5 years ago? How about
patience? Empathy? Am I becoming a better father or husband? Am I angrier and more stressed out than I've been in
the past? How at peace am I? How much joy do I exude? Have I grasped a clearer sense of the bigger picture of life
and eternity? Where is my confidence? Have I become wiser or just more clever? How has my intimacy with God
changed since the last time I really felt His presence? Do I complain too much or do I nurture hope and positivity?
WHO AM I BECOMING? 2 Peter 1:1-11,19
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Christian Education
FIFTH ANNUAL TRICK OR TRUNK OCTOBER 31
All ages are invited to be a part of Trick or Trunk 2015!
On Saturday, October 31st from 2:30 to 4:00 PM children up
to 5th grade can dress up and come to the church for crafts,
games and ‘trick or trunking’!
Older youth and adults can partake by volunteering to work with
a station OR by bringing your own vehicle and decorating the trunk
(not too scary, please)!
Kids will vote on their favorite trunks and the top winners will get prizes!
To participate, volunteer, or decorate a trunk please sign up in the
Fellowship Hall or online at www.umcl.org/trick_or_trunk_reg by
October 30th.

Trick or Trunk’s mission this year is to
collect new or gently used children’s books
for Bernie’s Book Bank.
This is your cost of admission to collect
candy! Our goal is to collect over 100
books and the entire congregation is
welcome to participate.

ALL STARS

BERNIE’S BOOK BANK

LIVE NATIVITY

All-Stars for Jesus is a fun-filled youth
group for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders.
Join us Wednesday, October 28th
from 5:30 to 7:00PM in Fellowship
Hall.

All ages are invited to Bernie’s Book
Bank for a UMCL mission day on
Saturday, November 21 from 2:30
to 4:30PM.

The church is looking for people
to help with our annual Live
Nativity production on December
13th. If anyone is interested in
helping with directing, set design,
lighting, sound or the children’s
choir please contact Amanda
at Amanda.Seibert@umcl.org.

During our meetings we eat dinner
together, play fun games, and
explore the Bible together. Dinner is
provided (suggested donation of
$3). Friends are always welcome!

Visit www.umcl.org/bernies-registation
for more details and to register.

Many hands make light work!

Second Mile Giving For October Will Support:
The Night Ministry—This Chicago-based
organization, founded in 1976 through a
collaboration of area congregations, provides
housing, health care, and other services to those
struggling with homelessness or poverty, including
teenagers and young adults who do not have
family or guardian support.
Please visit www.thenightministry.org or call
773-784-9000 for more information.

Finance Notes

As of 9/30/15

HOW
ARE WE
DOING?

Offerings/Revenue
Expenses
Difference
Anticipated Difference

By Lake County Center for Independent Living –
Celebrating 25 years of service to Lake and
McHenry counties this year.
This not-for-profit, disability rights organization
located in Mundelein, works to ensure that all
people with disabilities have the tools they need
to live independently by offering a variety of
free services, which are listed at www.lccil.org,
or call 847-949-4440.
Month-To-Date
$49,740.32
$64,786.48
($15,046.16)
($460.80)

Year-to-Date
$548,660.05
$645,382.16
($96,722.11)
($85,872.69)

We are grateful for everyone’s faithful giving throughout the summer, which helped us to stay on target for our
budget with expected income and slightly lower expenses during these months. September income has fallen off
slightly, possibly because of peoples’ busy schedules with school and other activities. We are off by about $11,000
between what we anticipated and our actual income/expense balance. If you have gotten behind in your giving,
we would be grateful if you could catch up in October. Thank you for your faithfulness. We are trusting that
generous giving during this fourth quarter of the church year will carry us into the new year with joyful
abundance. Thank You!!
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United Methodist Women
UMW Rummage Sale THANK YOU!!
This year’s fall sales was a great success with our total being $8,300.
Thanks to all those who put up rummage sale flyers throughout the
area, helped with take down & clean up, the food, and in the kitchen.
Many people came to help sort, classify and clean the donations. We needed two tables at lunch and the
comradery was great. Check the sign-up poster for the names of all who signed up to help. Special thanks to our
faithful resource people; Kevin Cooper (set-up), Lynn Gibson (merchandising), Cathy Brown (toys), Carol Sim
Campbell (books), Sandy Price (jewelry) and to the younger women of our Church who found time to help
between their home and work responsibilities. Thanks to the Church office staff who helped us with posters
copying and cutting. Remember we will be looking for donations and help again in May.
RUTH CIRCLE
Ruth Circle will meet on Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00 PM at Jane Aten's home, 326 Laurel Avenue
in Libertyville.
We will hear from Carol Sim-Campbell about the UMW Reading Program. All are welcome! Call Teri Dreher at
847-612-6684 or Julie Garren at 847-816-7340 for more information. Please note that parking on Laurel Avenue
is limited so parking at the church is recommended. From there is it a short walk to Jane's house, which is directly
west of the church parking lot.

Service Opportunities
PADS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We still need lots of volunteers (especially overnight and clean-up shifts) as well as groups or families who would
like to bring in dinners on the 2nd or 4th Saturdays of the month. PADS will continue through April.
Contact Cathy O'Brien at 847-367-8062 or cobrien1021@hotmail.com to find out how you can help! Thank you!!
LIBERTYVILLE TOWNSHIP FOOD PANTRY
The Outreach Committee is asking for your help to replenish the shelves at
Libertyville Township Food Pantry. We are collecting canned corned beef hash,
canned salmon, coffee, powdered milk, skin lotion, and tea bags.
Please place donated items in the Food Pantry boxes located in Fellowship Hall or in the Education Wing,
until Sunday, October 25 (noon). Questions? Contact Carol Sim-Campbell at (847) 362-3971 or
simcampbell@comcast.net.
CHRISTMAS PARTNER ANGELS
Christmas Partner Angels will be offered at church on the 15th of November and on the 29th
(Please note, we are not offering names on the 22nd). The Blessing of the Gifts will take place on
Sunday, the 6th of December and delivery will take place during that week and Saturday, Dec. 12.
This year we will be offering folks another option: We would have angels on the board for about
20 folks at the Haven. In purchasing for the Haven, you would take a family angel and purchase a
gift card from Target, Kohl's, Walmart or some other department store and this would let the
Moms at this facility choose items that their children would want and need.

Stephen Ministry Minute
The first service that one owes to others in the fellowship consists in listening to them. Just as love of God
begins with listening to his word, so the beginnings of love for brethren is learning to listen to them. If
you would like to talk with a Stephen Minister, contact Kevin Garren (847-816-7340), Mary Spooner
(847-548-3703) or the Pastors.
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Fellowship and Nurture
Clip & Put on Your Fridge As A Reminder!

PRIMETIME — Monday, November 2nd 12:00 PM
Potluck Lunch will be served at 12:00!
Jim Grace will present the program—“If I Take A Tour (or Travels With Zelda)”.
Please RSVP to the office (info@umcl.org or 847-362-2112) by Friday, October 30,
10:00 AM.
VINE AND CHEESE
Hey Church! I'd like to invite all of you to something we call Vine & Cheese! It's a large-group social
gathering hosted in someone's home that is basically a big party for us (the church) to get together,
connect, and partake in shared provisions (just like God commanded the Jews in the OT to do all
throughout the year). Okay, listen - this is how easy it is to attend: 1. Sign Up 2. Bring 1 cheese tray/
appetizer OR 1 dessert that will serve 4-6 people. 3. Bring 1 bottle of wine per person, and your own wine glass.
This is a super fun and really easy way for us to connect as a community. If you've come to past ones - come again!
If you've never come before and don't know anyone - this is a great way to integrate. Sign up by emailing Ben
(ben.hallett@umcl.org) or find a sign-up sheet in fellowship hall before or after worship on Sundays.
Date: November 21

Time: 7:00 - 10:00ish PM

Advent Small Group Studies

Location: TBD

(Advent Starts Sunday, November 29)

UNDER WRAPS
This Advent we are excited to offer a church-wide small group study on a book called "Under Wraps"
- The Gift We Never Expected by four pastors from The Woodlands United Methodist Church in The
Woodlands, TX. This book wants to offer you the true hope of the season. God has given us the
ultimate gift. And he waits with eager anticipation as we continue to slowly unfold the wrapping
paper and take in its brevity. This book is an invitation to KNOW God more deeply - an invitation to
wrestle with and delight in His character that is perfectly revealed through the gift of Christ. God is
expectant. God is dangerous. God is jealous. And God is faithful.
Each chapter contains questions for reflection, scripture to meditate on, and a prayer that helps us focus on what
God is doing in our hearts this season. Each chapter also includes a video session from the author offering insights
and emphases to illuminate the reading.
If however, you find yourself too stretched for a small group study, you can still participate with the "Under
Wraps" daily devotional guide with short readings for each day of the Advent season. It may vary slightly from the
book, but will basically work you through the same concepts. What great diversity! I'm ready to get started.
Cost of Materials: Study book is 9$ | Devotional book is $6 | $15 if you would like both. Talk to Ben if you would
like access to the Video sessions.
WATCH FOR THE LIGHT
For the ultra-committed and those who are looking for a more richly diverse theological journey this
Advent. We are glad to offer an anthology of essays by a plethora of distinguished Christian authors
from the past several centuries - both ancient and modern. This meaty read contains writings from
people like: Dorothy Day, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Thomas Aquinas, Thomas Merton, Madeleine
L'Engle, Brennan Manning, Philip Yancey, Henri Nouwen, C.S. Lewis, Meister Eckhart, Oscar Romero,
Annie Dillard and many, many others. Hooked yet? This collection extends beyond Advent and into
the Christmas season and is meant to take you up to Epiphany in January. It is not for the faint of
heart, but I promise you, it will be well, well worth it.
Cost of Materials: $17 for the book.
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Calendar
Deadlines for MEMOS articles: THURSDAY, October 29 by 10 AM; for Sunday Bulletins: the Wednesday before by 10:00
AM. Helping hands are always appreciated to help assemble MEMOS; we’ll next meet at 9:00 AM, Wednesday, November 4, in
MEMOS & BULLETIN PUBLISHING POLICY—It is the policy for the MEMOS and Sunday bulletins to publish items related only
to the United Methodist Church of Libertyville or the specific activities, programs, and missions it sponsors. Any items submitted
to the MEMOS or Sunday bulletins will be subject to editing as available space may require. Likewise, the timing of
publishing articles is an editorial decision.

Sun

Mon

Tue

October 19

October 20

9:00 AM—College
Ministry
5:45 PM—Daisy Girl
Scouts
7:00 PM—Trustees
7:00 PM—Outreach
Committee
7:00 PM—Troop #72
7:00 PM—Inquirers’
Study
7:00 PM—Young &
Board (off site)
7:00 PM—Visitation

9:30 AM—Priscilla
Circle
9:30 AM—Women’s
Spiritual Growth
12:00 & 7:30 PM–
Living Free / AA
6:30 PM—Stewardship
7:00 PM—Resource
Committee
7:00 PM—New UMW
Circle
7:00 PM—Cub Scout
Committee

October 25

October 26

8:00 AM—Adult Class
8:15 AM—Adult Class
9:00 AM—Cherub Choir
9:30 AM—Traditional Worship
9:30 AM—Youth & Adult
Sunday School
9:30 AM—B.I.G. Time
10:30 AM—Coffee Time
10:40 AM—God’s Soul Girls
11:00 AM—Contemp. Worship
11:00 AM—Kids’ Own Worship
11:00 AM—New Member Class
3:30 PM—Boy Scouts #72
4:00 PM—Confirmation
4:00 PM—“Sunday to Monday”
4:30 PM—Joyful Noise
4:30 PM—Choristers
6:30 PM—SrHI TIDE

7:00 PM—Troop #72
7:00 PM—Inquirers’
Study
7:00 PM—Young &
Board (off site)

9:30 AM—Women’s
Spiritual Growth
12:00 & 7:30 PM–
Living Free / AA
7:00 PM—Faithful
Threads (off site)

October 27

November 1

November 2

November 3

8:00 AM—Adult Class
12:00 PM—Prime Time 9:30 AM—Women’s
8:15 AM—Adult Class
Spiritual Growth
5:45 PM—Daisy Girl
9:00 AM—Cherub Choir
12:00 & 7:30 PM–
Scouts
9:30 AM—Traditional Worship 7:00 PM—Troop #72
Living Free / AA
9:30 AM—Youth & Adult
7:00 PM—Nomination
7:00 PM—Inquirers’
Sunday School
Committee
Study
9:30 AM—B.I.G. Time
7:00 PM—Young &
9:30 AM—New Member Class
Board (off site)
10:30 AM—Coffee Time
10:40 AM—God’s Soul Girls
11:00 AM—Contemp. Worship
11:00 AM—Kids’ Own Worship
3:30 PM—Boy Scouts #72
4:00 PM—Confirmation
4:00 PM—“Sunday to
Monday” Class
4:30 PM—Joyful Noise
4:30 PM—Choristers
6:30 PM—SrHI TIDE

Wed

Thu

October 21

October 22

8:45 AM—MEMOS
12:00 PM—Living
9:15 AM—Staff Mtg.
Free / AA
9:45 AM—Lectio Divina 6:30 PM—Financial
Peace University
1:00 PM—Timothy
7:00 PM—Disciple IV
Bible Study
7:30 PM—Adult Choir
7:00 PM—JrHI TIDE
7:30 PM—Praise
7:00 PM—Heritage
Band (off site)
Bells
7:00 PM—Ruth Circle
(off site)
7:00 PM—SPRC
7:00 PM—Troop 72 Com
7:30 PM—Nomination
Committee

October 28
9:15 AM—Staff Mtg.
9:45 AM—Lectio
Divina
1:00 PM—Timothy
Bible Study
5:30 PM—All Stars
7:00 PM—JrHI TIDE
7:00 PM—Heritage
Bells

Fri

Sat

October 23

October 24

6:00 PM—Young Life
Capernaum

8:00 AM—Men’s Study
8:30 AM—Bike Hike
5:00 PM—PADS
(off site)

October 29

October 30

October 31

12:00 PM—Living
Free / AA
6:30 PM—Financial
Peace University
7:00 PM—Disciple IV
7:30 PM—Adult Choir
7:30 PM—Praise
Band (off site)

No Scheduled
Events

8:00 AM—Men’s Study
9:00 AM—United
Methodist Men
2:30 PM—Trick or
Trunk
5:00 PM—PADS
(off site)

November 4

November 5

November 6

November 7

8:45 AM—MEMOS
9:15 AM—Staff Mtg.
9:45 AM—Lectio
Divina
1:00 PM—Timothy
Bible Study
7:00 PM—JrHI TIDE
7:00 PM—Heritage
Bells
7:00 PM—BSA District
Committee

12:00 PM—Living
Free / AA
6:30 PM—Financial
Peace University
7:00 PM—Disciple IV
7:30 PM—Adult Choir
7:30 PM—Praise
Band (off site)

7:00 PM—First Friday
Friends

8:00 AM—Men’s Study
5:00 PM—PADS
(off site)

SrHI TIDE One Retreat

MEMOS is a bi-weekly publication of the
United Methodist Church of Libertyville
429 Brainerd Ave., Libertyville, IL 60048-2198
PASTORS:
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Jr & Sr HIGH YOUTH
JrHI - WED - 7:00-8:30 PM | SrHI - SUN - 6:30-8:30 PM
@ CHURCH

INTEGRATION | REFLECTION | VOCATION
__________________________________________________________________________
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